Air Quality Commission Summary Minutes

August 2009
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MECKLENBURG COUNTY

- A i r  Q u a l i t y   C o m m i s s i o n  -

The monthly meeting of the Mecklenburg County Air Quality Commission was held Monday, August 24, 2009, in the Auditorium I & II, Hal Marshall Center, 700 N. Tryon St., Charlotte, NC.

Air Quality Commission Members Present

Mark Casper 

Gee Barker     
  Kris Knudsen
        
Todd Glasier       Gordon Miller                       Mary Barker     

Ray Fuentes
  William Nash
              Keith Long
  Randy Perkins

Air Quality Commission Members Absent

Tonisha Dawson
Robert Statnick


Mecklenburg County Air Quality Staff Present

Don Willard 
    Joan Liu          Ieshishua Pierce      Megan Green      Alan Giles    Eric Moore
    

Guest

Tony Jabon, Trinity Consultants

I. Call to Order 

             Chair Casper called the meeting of the Air Quality Commission (AQC) to order at 5:33 p.m.
II.        Approval of Minutes 

             Chair Casper, opened the floor for the Approval of the minutes.

  Action Taken:

             Motion:  A motion was made to approve June AQC minutes as written.

             Made:  The motion was made by Gordon Miller and seconded by William Nash.

             Vote:  The motion was adopted unanimously.

III.      Air Quality Permit Reviews

Per Mecklenburg County Air Pollution Ordinance, Regulation 1.5213 – “Action on Application; Issuance of Permit,” Mecklenburg County Air Quality’s permit application approvals are placed on the agenda of the Air Quality Commission (AQC), initiating the specified public comment period. Inclusion on the AQC agenda does not imply or infer any action or opinion by the AQC or its members regarding any permit.

Chair Casper, opened the public comment period for the facilities below, providing notice of the Mecklenburg County Air Quality’s intent to issue/modify their air quality permit(s):


A: Action Required: Open Public Comment Period
A: Action Required: Open Public Comment                     Period


Billingsley Road SE Health Department, 249 Billingsley Rd, Charlotte, NC 28211
                  Charlotte Terminal 1, LLC, 7720 Mount Holly Rd, Charlotte, NC 28130

                  Duke Energy-McGuire Nuclear Station, 12700 Hagers Ferry Rd, Huntersville, NC

                  Metrolina Greenhouses, Inc., 16400 Huntersville-Concord Rd., Huntersville, NC

                  Rohm and Haas Chemicals, LLC, 6101 Orr Road, Charlotte, NC 28213


     Gasoline Dispensing Facilities:


     None


     Title V Facilities: 

                 Emerald Carolina Chemical, LLC, 8309 Wilkinson Blvd., Charlotte, NC 28214


     Transportation Facilities: Public comment period for the permits below is thirty days.    
                 None

B: Action Required: Information Only

    Vulcan Construction Materials, L.P., 14115 Albemarle Rd., Charlotte, NC 28227

    Gasoline Dispensing Facilities:

    Nisbet Oil Company-Newell Texaco, 8533 Old Concord Road, Charlotte, NC 28213

    Transportation Facilities:  


    None


    Notification:


    None


C:  Action Required: Alternative Notice


     None

     Transportation Facilities 

                 None
      Joan Liu, Air Quality Program Manager, was available to answer any questions.

      IV.       Announcements 

Chair Casper opened the floor to receive announcements. Chair Casper announced that he had submitted a letter to Commissioner Jennifer Roberts resigning as the AQC Chair. However, he will continue to serve on the AQC. The letter included a recommendation for Kris Knudsen to be selected as the new chair. It was stated that the Mecklenburg County Board of County Commissioners (BOCC) will select the new AQC Chair at the September 15th BOCC meeting.
V.
Goals and Projects 

      There was no discussion on this action item. 
VI.
Air Quality Update 

Alan Giles, Sr. Air Quality Specialist provided the AQC members with a draft memorandum discussing the 2008 County NOx Emissions Assessment on fleet vehicles. It was stated that Mecklenburg County’s fleet is producing less air pollution for the fourth year in a row. MCAQ’s analysis of the information provided revealed the following about the 2008 fleet: 

(1) The amount of ozone-forming pollution emitted by the Mecklenburg County fleet decreased 8% in 2008 despite an increase in number of fleet vehicles and total mileage driven.

(2) The average fleet vehicle has been cleaner each year for the past four years
(3) The newer, cleaner vehicles are being driven more miles per vehicle than the older dirtier ones. 
Based on the assessment it shows that progress is being made to reduce in impact on the air quality from the Mecklenburg County vehicle fleet.
The AQC members were informed that Mecklenburg County compiled an energy plan that shows 2008 analysis of air quality benefits. The benefits showed a reduction in nitrogen oxides (3.1 tons), sulfur dioxide (11.3 tons) and carbon dioxide (2,172 tons). The following energy efficiency projects have been implemented:

(1) Lighting replacement at the McDowell Street parking deck.

(2) Four new HVAC systems at several County buildings.

(3)  New HVAC equipment at Community services center A&B.

(4) New reflective roofs installed at several County buildings. 
The analysis does not include Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools, Park & Recreation or Public Libraries facilities. 
Eric Moore, Air Quality Specialist was called upon to provide an update on the GRADE and GRADE + program. It was stated that the GRADE program selection committee had awarded three organizations money for the 2009 GRADE program. The companies named were the City of Gastonia, Piedmont Airlines and Baucom Services. The total amount awarded was $220,625 and would reduce 109 tons of NOx over a five year period. The GRADE+ program will be rolling out shortly. The website for the GRADE+ program will be www.GRADEplus.net . The application period will be opened starting Sept. 1 thru Oct. 31. 

The AQC members were given a handout that shows data for the maximum ozone level in the Carolinas Metro region updated through August 23. There have been two exceedance days in Mecklenburg County and four exceedance days in the region since the start of ozone season under the new standard of .075 ppm.  There have been zero exceedance days in Mecklenburg County and in the region under the old standard of .085 ppm.

[Written handouts: 2008 County NOx Emission Assessment (Memorandum-draft); Maximum ozone levels Carolinas Metro Region 1997-2009; Ozone reductions from Decreasing the Number of Commuters in Mecklenburg County, NC]

VII.
Public Comment 

Chair Casper introduced David Farren from the Southern Environmental Law Center to discuss some of the methods implemented to help bring Atlanta into compliance with the ozone standard that could possibly benefit the Charlotte nonattainment region. Mr. Farren presented information concerning some methods that Atlanta had implemented. It was stated that there must be a regional component added that coordinated projects dealing with land use, air quality and transportation to help achieve t regional goals. There should be a regional metropolitan planning organization established and a need to refocus transportation funding priorities. The region needs to implement methods that would be good for business, quantity of life and sustainability.  
[Written handouts: Clean Air for the Charlotte Area-booklet (A publication of the Southern Environmental Law Center); Clean Air for the Charlotte Area 2007 Update]
VIII.
Other Business

             None

IX.
Next Meeting 

             September 28, 2009

Adjournment

                   6:41 p.m.
�











Mecklenburg County will comply with the American Disabilities Act (ADA), which prohibits discrimination on the basis of disability.  Mecklenburg County will make reasonable accommodations in all programs to enable participation by an individual with disability who meets essential eligibility requirements.  Mecklenburg County programs will be available in an integrated setting for each individual.  If accommodations are necessary for participation in any program or services, participants are encouraged to notify staff.

