Air Quality Commission Summary Minutes
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MECKLENBURG COUNTY

- A i r  Q u a l i t y   C o m m i s s i o n  -

The monthly meeting of the Mecklenburg County Air Quality Commission was held Monday, March 22, 2010, in the Auditorium I & II, Hal Marshall Center, 700 N. Tryon St., Charlotte, NC.

Air Quality Commission Members Present

Kris Knudsen 

Mary Barker          William Nash      Randy Perkins
     Gordon Miller             Mark Casper
             Robert Statnick        

Air Quality Commission Members Absent

Todd Glasier       Gee Barker  
Ray Fuentes
Keith Long
Mecklenburg County Air Quality Staff Present

Don Willard    

Joan Liu    
Ieshishua Pierce   
Leslie Rhodes      Jason Rayfield Chuck Greco

Jeff Francis


Guest 
Bill Gupton, Sierra Club
Cheryl Drake-Bowers

Adam Brooks

Richard Silverman

Alan Burns


Brien Blakely, Fox 18
I. Call to Order 

Chair Knudsen called the meeting of the Air Quality Commission (AQC) to order at 5:33 p.m.
II.          Approval of Minutes 

             Chair Knudsen, opened the floor for the Approval of the minutes.

  Action Taken:

             Motion:  A motion was made to approve February AQC minutes as written.

             Made:  The motion was made by Gordon Miller and seconded by William Nash.

             Vote:  The motion was adopted unanimously.

III.      Air Quality Permit Reviews

Per Mecklenburg County Air Pollution Ordinance, Regulation 1.5213 – “Action on Application; Issuance of Permit,” Mecklenburg County Air Quality’s permit application approvals are placed on the agenda of the Air Quality Commission (AQC), initiating the specified public comment period. Inclusion on the AQC agenda does not imply or infer any action or opinion by the AQC or its members regarding any permit.
Chair Knudsen, opened the public comment period for the facilities below, providing notice of the Mecklenburg County Air Quality’s intent to issue/modify their air quality permit(s):


A: Action Required: Open Public Comment Period
                  Charlotte-Mecklenburg Hospital Authority (Carolinas Medical Center – Mercy)

                  2001 Vail Avenue, Charlotte, 28207-1219
A: Action Required: Open Public Comment                     Period

     US Polymers, Inc., 4330 Chesapeake Dr., Charlotte, NC 28216

     Gasoline Dispensing Facilities:


     Enterprise Leasing Company – Southeast, LLC (Alamo and National Rent-A-Car)
                  4108 Rental Car Road, Charlotte, NC 28214

                  McLeod Corporation (Holiday Marina), 20139 Henderson Road, Cornelius, NC 28031

                  Shaun-sej Corporation (R & K Express), 8712 Pence Road, Charlotte, NC 28215


     Transportation Facilities: Public comment period for the permits below is thirty days.      

B: Action Required: Information Only

     Americh Corporation, 10700 John Price Road, Charlotte, NC 28273
     Frito-Lay, Inc., 2911 Nevada Blvd., Charlotte, NC 28273

     Stork Prints America, Inc, 3001 Boxmeer Drive, Charlotte, NC 26458

    Gasoline Dispensing Facilities:

    None


    Transportation Facilities:  


    None


    Notification:


    None


C:  Action Required: Alternative Notice


     None

     Transportation Facilities 

                  None
Joan Liu, Air Quality Program Manager, was available to answer any questions.

      IV.       Announcements 

Chair Knudsen opened the floor for announcements.  Chair Knudsen updated the AQC members on the Environmental Policy Coordinating Council (EPCC) meeting held on March 4th. It was stated that two presentations were given by Duke Energy and Abundant Power concerning energy efficiency.
Chair Knudsen informed the AQC members that there was no update on the recommendations provided to the Mecklenburg County Board of County Commissioners (BOCC) on the GRADE program. Leslie Rhodes, Mobile Source Program Manager informed the AQC members that staff would not seek funding from Mecklenburg County for the GRADE program this budget year.

Chair Knudsen reminded the AQC members of the Clean Air Works speaker series that will be held on March 25th.

V.
MCAPCO Revisions 

Chuck Greco, Air Quality Supervisor was introduced to present the 2010 proposed revisions to MCAPCO. The AQC members were given a handout that provided a summary of the proposed revisions that contain State rules adopted by reference and local regulations developed by Mecklenburg County.  Amendments to the following two local regulations were discussed: 1.5211 “Applicability” and 1.5232 “Issuance, Revocation, And Enforcement of Permits”.  The modification to regulation 1.5211 “Applicability” allows a facility subject to  the new federal area source MACT regulations to be exempt from permitting for activities that are eligible for exemption based on uncontrolled potential emission rate, source category or source size.  The modification reflects the following regulations: 40CFR 63 Subpart M; 40 CFR 63 Subpart ZZZZ; 40 CFR 63 Subpart BBBBBB; and 40 CFR 63 Subpart CCCCCC. The modification to regulation 1.5232 “Issuance, Revocation, And Enforcement of Permits” establishes the conditions under which a facility’s air permit may be revoked when a civil penalty finally assessed is not paid. The BOCC will vote on the MCAPCO revisions adoption at the May 18th BOCC meeting.
A motion was made to make a recommendation to the BOCC to accept revision to the MCAPCO regulations as stated.
Action Taken:

Motion:  A motion was made to make a recommendation to the BOCC to accept revision to the MCAPCO regulations as stated.

Made:  The motion was made by Mark Casper and seconded by Mary Barker.

Vote:  The motion was adopted unanimously.

[Written handout: Summary of May 18, 2010 Revisions to the Mecklenburg County Air Pollution Control Ordinance]

VI.
      PM 2.5 Data for 2009 
Jeff Francis, Air Monitoring Program Manager, was introduced to give a presentation on Particulate Matter 2.5(PM2.5) monitoring data update and NAAQS Monitoring Update. The AQC members received a handout of the PowerPoint presentation discussing PM2.5 data summary and the upcoming monitoring requirements. The presentation provided data from 1999 through 2009. The PM2.5 data for the annual standard over a three year average has shown a decreasing trend in Mecklenburg County. The same is true concerning data shown for the 24 hour standard. The 24 hour standard three year average shows consistent data below the standard.
The AQC members were informed of the proposed and final revisions to NAAQS for the following: 

· Nitrogen Dioxide final revisions to NAAQS on January 22, 2010 (one new roadway site required for Mecklenburg by January 1, 2013.).

· Sulfur Dioxide proposed revisions to NAAQS on November 16, 2009 (two new source oriented sites may be required for Mecklenburg.).
· Lead (Pb) proposed revisions to NAAQS on December 23, 2009 (one site would be required in Mecklenburg. An additional site will be operated in Mecklenburg to meet state requirements for QA/QC. Using PM10 method for sample collection.)

· Ozone proposed revisions to Monitoring Rule on July 8, 2009. 

In summary, proposed and final revisions to NAAQS will require staff to install and operate one new nitrogen dioxide monitoring site by January 1, 2013; install and operate two new sulfur dioxide sites by January 1, 2013; and perform lead analyses on samples collected at two existing PM monitoring sites by January 1, 2011.
[Written handout: PM2.5 Data Summary 2009 PowerPoint Presentation]

VII.
Air Quality Update 


Don Willard, Director of Air Quality, gave an update for the Title V permit renewal process for BMWNC. It was stated that the public comment period will end on April 1st. After public comment period ends, MCAQ will have forty-five days to respond to the public comments and submit the proposed permit to EPA. It will be mid-May before a proposed permit is sent to the EPA for their forty-five days comment period. This will place the possible issuance of the permit around July 1st. Staff has received an estimated one hundred comments this far.
      There was a brief MCAQ budget update. It was again stated that staff will not be seeking funding for the GRADE program from the County this budget year. The AQC members were informed of a lobbyist group working with the Manager’s office to get some legislative action for the Mobile Source fee. Staff will keep the AQC members updated on when they can take action on this matter.
VIII.
Public Comment 

Chair Knudsen opened the floor for public comment. Chair Knudsen welcome everyone attending for public comment on BMWNC. He explained to everyone the role of the AQC as an advisory board. It was stated that the AQC doesn’t have a role in the issuance of air quality permits and that the approved regulations grant the authority to issue permits to the Director of Mecklenburg County Air Quality (MCAQ).  Chair Knudsen allowed the five speaker three minutes each. He reminded them that the public comment period had been extended until April 1st. Due to the public comment period being opened the AQC members suggested that each speaker submit their concerns to Don Willard for full consideration. 
Bill Gupton from the Sierra Club provided the AQC members with three handout with comments he made at the March 16th BOCC as well as comments he would make at the March 22nd AQC meeting. The third handout provided information on subdivisions located close to BMWNC.  Mr. Gupton discussed briefly some feedback on the PM2.5 trends. He announced that Mr. Willard would be a speaker at the Carolina Clean and Green program on April 17th. Mr. Gupton wanted to address to main points concerning the BMWNC Title V permit renewal to the AQC. He believes the issuance of the permit was a much bigger issue than just local but statewide and nationally. He feels that something more needs to be done to protect the citizen such BMWNC parent company HWS  using  another facility which it owns located in Gaston County that auto cleave the waste instead of  burning the medical waste. He would like to receive recommendation on how everyone can work together concerning this matter. 
Alan Burns, addressed the AQC concerning the toxic pollutants being released into the air. He would like to see some additional testing of the soil, air quality and water quality.
 Adam Brooks, a Matthews residence live about one mile from the facility. He informed the AQC members of a website that he helped establish that have received seventy submissions addressing people concerns for the BMWNC permit renewal. A copy of the seventy submissions will be provided to staff and the BOCC. Mr. Brooks provided the AQC members with several handouts for the information and stated that he would like the AQC members to be aware of what’s going on with the facility. 
Richard Silverman a residence of Matthews, lives about three miles from the facility. He provided the AQC Chair with a letter addressing key concerns that stated the following: the burning of chlorinated plastic materials; the issue of heavy metals like mercury being vaporized during combustion and vented to the surrounding community; and the open storage of ash poses a threat to the water system through runoff into four-mile creek. 
Cheryl Drake-Bowers lives less than 1000 yards from the facility. She highlighted several key points from previous speakers, however, she was concerned with the drums that had be recently found buried on the site. 
The AQC agreed to have the Title V BMWNC permit renewal added as an action item on the April meeting agenda. They would also like to receive comment from the facility by the next meeting. 

[Written handouts: Sierra Club letter dated March 16, 2010; Sierra Club letter dated march 22, 2010; Subdivisions close to the Matthews Medical Waste Incinerator;  Letter from Richard Silverman; Citizens’ Resolution and Petition Regarding the Incineration of Medical Waste by BMWNC in Southern Mecklenburg County; Letter from Mayor Paxton (Stallings, NC); Letter from Richard Silverman to BOCC; BREDL recommendations; 4 air pollutants being released from BMWNC that exceed the new EPA standards under the Clean Air Act.; Yes, there are State and EPA-Approved alternatives to Incineration; BMWNC at a Glance] 
IX.
Other Business

None
X.
Next Meeting 


      April 26, 2010

Adjournment

                  7:02 p.m.
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Mecklenburg County will comply with the American Disabilities Act (ADA), which prohibits discrimination on the basis of disability.  Mecklenburg County will make reasonable accommodations in all programs to enable participation by an individual with disability who meets essential eligibility requirements.  Mecklenburg County programs will be available in an integrated setting for each individual.  If accommodations are necessary for participation in any program or services, participants are encouraged to notify staff.

