Air Quality Commission Summary Minutes
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MECKLENBURG COUNTY

- A i r  Q u a l i t y   C o m m i s s i o n  -

The monthly meeting of the Mecklenburg County Air Quality Commission was held Monday, February 28, 2011, in the Auditorium I & II, Hal Marshall Center, 700 N. Tryon St., Charlotte, NC.

Air Quality Commission Members Present

Kris Knudsen 
  William Nash        Robert Statnick     Mary Barker          Mark Casper

Gordon Miller     Ray Fuentes          Curtis Watkins      Keith Long
  Peter McGrath
Air Quality Commission Members Absent  

None

Mecklenburg County Air Quality Staff Present

Don Willard
Joan Liu    
    Ieshishua Pierce   
  Megan Green    Leslie Rhodes

Alan Giles
Eric Moore            Shelley Lanham
Guest

Bruce Henderson, The Charlotte Observer
I. Call to Order 
            Chair Knudsen called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.
II.          Approval of Minutes 
  Chair Knudsen, opened the floor for the Approval of the November AQC meeting minutes.

  Action Taken:

             Motion:  A motion was made to approve the January AQC minutes as written.

             Made:  The motion was made by Gordon Miller and seconded by Keith Long.

             Vote:  The motion was adopted unanimously.

III.      Air Quality Permit Reviews

Per Mecklenburg County Air Pollution Ordinance, Regulation 1.5213 – “Action on Application; Issuance of Permit,” Mecklenburg County Air Quality’s permit application approvals are placed on the agenda of the Air Quality Commission (AQC), initiating the specified public comment period. Inclusion on the AQC agenda does not imply or infer any action or opinion by the AQC or its members regarding any permit.

Chair Knudsen, opened the public comment period for the facilities below, providing notice of the Mecklenburg County Air Quality’s intent to issue/modify their air quality permit(s):


A: Action Required: Open Public Comment Period
A: Action Required: Open Public Comment                     Period

     Siemens Energy, Inc. (Charlotte Turbine Generator Service Center)
                 5101 Westinghouse Blvd., Charlotte, NC 28273

     Gasoline Dispensing Facilities:


     None


     Transportation Facilities: Public comment period for the permits below is thirty days.      

B: Action Required: Information Only

     Blythe Constructions, Inc., 10500 Old Nations Ford Rd., Charlotte, NC 28273
     Relizon Company (dba WorkflowOne), 4001 Performance Rd., Charlotte, NC 28214

     Kinder Morgan Southeast Terminals, LLC. (Charlotte Terminal Nos. 1 & 2) (CT#1 & CT #2))


    Gasoline Dispensing Facilities:

    None


    Transportation Facilities:  


    None


    Title V Facilities:


    Motiva Enterprises, LLC (Motiva Charlotte Complex), 410 Tom Sadler Rd., Charlotte, NC

C:  Action Required: Alternative Notice


     None

     Transportation Facilities 

                   None
      IV.       Announcements 

Chair Knudsen opened the floor to receive announcements.  Chair Knudsen, introduced Peter McGrath as a new member of the AQC filling the Attorney position. Peter McGrath briefly introduced himself to the AQC members and the Mecklenburg County Air Quality (MCAQ) staff.
Chair Knudsen provided the AQC members with an update from the Environmental Policy Coordinating Council meeting.
V.
Parking Initiative
Leslie Rhodes, Mobile Source Program Manager, was called upon to discuss the parking initiative articles that the AQC members received at the January meeting. A presentation was given on managing parking to improve air quality. It was stated that nationwide only 5% of employees pay for parking at work. If that number were doubled, US vehicle miles travel (VMT) would be reduced by 0.3%. That would reflect 0.1 ton of NOx daily in Charlotte. Research gathered shows that there are 47,260 parking spaces inside I-277. That’s over 1 million VMT daily assuming average commute of twenty-five miles. Statistic shows that people drive less when it cost more. Data shows that when daily parking fee is $5.30 that the number of commute trips decreased by half.  Commercial parking tax, parking cash-out regulation, and operational permitting of parking structures were the three examples given discussing how to manage parking to reduce trips and improve air quality. 
There was a lengthy discussion on this topic. The AQC members agreed that they would like to move forward with more discussion on this topic. They asked staff to gather additional information to discuss at a later AQC meeting. 

VI.        PM 2.5 Report: 2010
Jeff Francis, Air Monitoring Program Manager, was introduced to give a presentation on Particulate Matter 2.5(PM2.5) monitoring data update. The AQC members received a handout of the PowerPoint presentation discussing PM2.5 data summary for 2010. The presentation provided data from 1999 through 2010. The PM2.5 data for the annual standard over a three year average has shown a decreasing trend in Mecklenburg County. The same is true concerning data shown for the 24 hour standard. The 24 hour standard three year average shows consistent data below the standard. In summary, data shows that Mecklenburg County is in compliance with both PM2.5 standards.
           
[Written handout: PM2.5 Data Summary 2010 (PowerPoint presentation)]
VII.
 MCAPCO Revisions 

 Chuck Greco, Air Quality Supervisor was introduced to present the March 2011 proposed revisions to   MCAPCO. The AQC members were given a handout that provided a summary of the proposed revisions that contain State rules adopted by reference.  Amendments to the following local regulations were discussed: 2.0530 “Prevention of Significant Deterioration”; 2.0531 “Sources in Nonattainment Areas”; 2.0544 “Prevention of Significant Deterioration Requirements for Green House Gases” and 1.5518 “Final Action”.  The Mecklenburg County Board of County Commissioners (BOCC) will vote on the MCAPCO revisions at the March 15th BOCC meeting.
[Written handout: Summary of March 15, 2011 Revisions to the Mecklenburg County Air Pollution Control Ordinance]

VIII.
       Air Quality Update 


BOCC Attendance Policy Update

Don Willard, Director of Air Quality, informed the AQC members of revisions to the BOCC appointment and attendance policy. The AQC members were given two handouts discussing revisions made to the Mecklenburg County Board of Commissioners Appointment Policy. It was stated that the attendance policy now requires board members to attend at least 75% of the scheduled meetings (excused or unexcused).  It was also stated that board membership terms will be two full consecutive terms (the preferred length of terms is three years). A person having served two full consecutive terms must wait at least a year before being eligible to serve again on any board. 
BMWNC Update
The AQC members were given an update on the merger of Healthcare Waste Solutions and Stericycle. Healthcare Waste Solutions is the owner of BMWNC. The merger does not include Stericycle’s acquisition of BMWNC. BMWNC, Inc., a subsidiary of HWS, will spin off its assets related to its incineration facility into a new company called MNC Holdings, LLC (MNC). MNC has requested transfer of the Title V permit effective upon the merger.  It was stated that MNC will have both the financial resource and the operational experience to continue operating the incineration facility. However, due to the recent approval of MCAPCO Regulation 2.1206; MNC may choose to cease operation of the incineration facility and attempt to sell the facility to a pedigreed buyer capable of retrofitting and operating the facility in accordance with the new regulations. 
      Mary Barker departs at 6:51 p.m.


Combustion Source Workshop
The AQC members were informed of the Combustion Source Regulatory Requirement workshop that will be held on Wednesday, March 16th at CPCC-Harris Campus from 8:30 to 12:00 Noon.  The AQC members were informed that they would receive an email invitation for the workshop.

ReVenture
The AQC members were given an update on the ReVenture project. It was stated that MCAQ has not received a permit application. It was stated that there is a meeting scheduled on March 10th with NCDAQ. 

Shreeji Shree Johnston Rd., Inc and Shreeji Shree Statesville Rd., Inc Update

The AQC members were informed that Mr. Sanjay Patel, owner of Shreeji Shree Johnston Rd., Inc. and Shreeji Shree Statesville Rd, Inc. received a letter stating that the gasoline stations permit would be revoked if the annual fee and assessed civil penalties were not received by April 30th. It was stated that MCAQ had received two checks from Mr. Patel: one to cover the annual fee with a ten percent late fee and a $3000.00 check to cover part of the civil penalties with assessment. Mr. Patel has until April 30th to pay the remaining balance. 
Budget
There was a brief MCAQ budget update. It was again stated that staff will not be seeking betterment from the County this budget year.
[Written handout: Airwaves newsletter; Mecklenburg County Board of Commissioners Appointment Policy; Copy email from Tracy Edwards]
IX.
Public Comment 


       None

X.
Other Business

            None
XI.
Next Meeting 

March 28, 2011

Adjournment

    
       7:01 p.m.
�











Mecklenburg County will comply with the American Disabilities Act (ADA), which prohibits discrimination on the basis of disability.  Mecklenburg County will make reasonable accommodations in all programs to enable participation by an individual with disability who meets essential eligibility requirements.  Mecklenburg County programs will be available in an integrated setting for each individual.  If accommodations are necessary for participation in any program or services, participants are encouraged to notify staff.

